PRIMER for FEEDER WATCHERS
Grand Forks – East Grand Forks Christmas Bird Count
Every year several of the most interesting species reported for our Christmas Bird Count are found only at feeding stations. 
If you maintain feeders within our 15-mile diameter circle (centered on US 2, 1 mile east of the airport entrance):  We invite you to participate in our CBC.

Send report by e-mail, or mail it to 417 Terrace Drive, Grand Forks, ND  58201, or call 701-772-4560.
WHAT TO REPORT: A list of species identified along with the number of each species. Also, the total time spent watching your feeders.

Generally we don’t want to overestimate the number of birds. Because the same birds come and go throughout the day, it is best to report the highest count. Of course there are exceptions to the rule.
WHICH SPECIES MAY BE FOUND? 
Below we try to give you an idea of the likelihood that a given species will appear on the overall count. The probability that they will be found at a given feeder is considerably less. Obviously if the species has only been seen on one count in 40 years, the likelihood of anyone seeing it is very low. 
Blackbirds – European Starling is always around in some number although they don’t come to most feeding stations. Both Common Grackle and Red-winged Blackbird are found on some of our counts, but neither is common. Rusty Blackbird is very rare. Brown-headed Cowbird and Brewer’s Blackbird are not impossible, but either needs to be well-described to be included in the count. 
Sparrows – House Sparrow, which is not a “new world sparrow”, is always abundant. Northern (Dark-eyed) Juncos are around for every count with the occasional Oregon race being reported. The following sparrows are possible, barely, listed in decreasing order of likelihood: White-throated, American Tree, Harris’s, White-crowned, Song, Fox, Swamp, and Chipping. The last three have been recorded one time each. Migrant sparrows tend to hang around feeding stations for several minutes after House Sparrows and House Finches disappear for the day. They also tend to be present before House Sparrows and House Finches arrive. A lone bird early or late may well be a prize sparrow for the count.  All migrant sparrows prefer to feed on the ground.
Another species that comes to feeders very early and very late is Northern Cardinal. Cardinals are becoming more common here.
Woodpeckers – Downy and Hairy are the common ones. Pileateds are around in small numbers but can be elusive. Northern Flicker and Red-bellied Woodpecker are occasionally found.
Blue Jays are expected for the count but will not be present at most feeders. A Gray Jay has not been recorded in many years – surely we are overdue!
Redpolls:  Tend to be found in good numbers every other year. They are easily identified by their red patch on the forehead. Commons are far more likely than Hoarys. Assume Redpolls are Common Redpolls unless you get a really good luck at at Hoary. 
Pine Siskin – Can be very numerous in some years and all but absent in others. To distinguish them from female House Finches, look for a slightly smaller bird with a more pointed bill and a hint of yellow in the wing. 
Crossbills: Neither Red nor White-winged Crossbill is found on most of our counts. Still they are a possibility at feeders, and are a great addition to the count. 
Finches: House Finch is now far more common than Purple Finch. The latter is not easy to get on our counts, and female Purple Finches can easily be overlooked amongst the House Finches. American Goldfinches are often present on our counts, usually reported by a feeder watcher; the trick is to recognize them in their winter plumage.
Either Pine Grosbeak or Evening Grosbeak would be a super find! We once got them with some regularity.
Hawks – both Sharp-shinned and Merlin are likely to be present within the city. Either may zip through a feeding station looking for prey. If your birds scatter as if in a panic, scan all around to see if a hawk is flying through or has landed nearby. Although several pairs of Cooper’s Hawk nest within the city, we believe that Sharp-shinned is the accipiter most likely to be seen in winter. Northern Goshawk occurs here very, very rarely. A Prairie Falcon or Peregrine Falcon is unlikely to visit a feeding station. For several years, we got Prairie Falcon on the count, but not in recent years. A Peregrine would be a first for the count but given there increase, they be recorded soon. American Kestrel is found with some regularity, but be aware that Merlin is the more likely small falcon to be seen.
Northern Shrike sometimes goes after birds at feeders. We usually have a few on each count. They are more likely to be found in the country or along the Red River..

Owls – Great Horned Owls may spend the day roosting in a spruce tree. When crows find a Great Horned, they will call raucously and dive at it for several minutes. Great Horned Owl is the most likely owl in the urban/suburban environment. Eastern Screech Owls are probably always present within the circle, but usually are detected only at night when they respond to tapes of their calls. Northern Sawwhet Owl is a very remote possibility since it has been recorded only once. Snowy and Short-eared Owls are very unlikely to be found in town; they occur in the open country. 
Brown Creeper and Golden-crowned Kinglet occasionally appear at feeders, especially if suet is provided. Either is a good find for our CBC.
Doves: Either Mourning Dove or Eurasian Collared Dove is a great find for our CBC and most likely to be reported from feeding stations. 

Fruit-bearing trees and shrubs may draw waxwings (Cedar somewhat more likely than Bohemian), American Robin (we always find a few each year, but they can be elusive), with a slim possibility of a Varied Thrush or Townsend’s Solitaire. 

In recent years we have come to expect Bald Eagles. Watch for them soaring over town.

Of course when identifying birds, it is always good to have one of the recent field guides handy for reference. If you are stumped on an ID, take notes and get in touch. We love to tackle the challenge of figuring out what you saw!!

