Below are the comments summarizing the results of the 2001 Summer Bird Count inside the Grand Forks - East Grand Forks CBC Circle.

Here I'll summarize the results of the count inside the Christmas Bird Count Circle (15 mile
diameter circle centered 1 mile east of airport entrance on Hiway 2). The potential for find a wide variety of birds is high because of the presence of Kellys Slough, the prairie/grassland areas, and the Greenway itself as well as green spaces along the Red and Turtle Rivers.
This summer bird count idea started with the notion that we would run the count over one day, just like the winter count. However, we are not bound by any count rules and further thinking suggested that a 3 day event would allow for a rainy day or two, and better fit weekend schedules. Although this clearly was an effort on the part of the "organizer" to be accommodating, some have expressed the opinion that the "organizer" was looking for an excuse for a 3-day birding binge!
The regular CBC held in mid-December typically records somewhere between 35 and 45 species. It has been run for about 40 years and the cumulative list of species is approximately 80. I think no one needs convincing that a summer count within the same circle is a very different event including: 16 hours of daylight vs. 8; hazards of mosquitos, ticks, getting stuck, sunburn vs. blizzards, getting stuck, frostbite, etc.; nesting species that often are singing (thus heard) vs. species trying to survive the winter cold and find food; and so on.
So what did we find?? The count inside the CBC circle resulted in a list of 131 species being identified by sight and/or sound. We perhaps missed just three species that I feel certain were inside the circle: Screech Owl, Sharp-tailed Grouse, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. In addition, Black-billed Cuckoo, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and LeConte's Sparrow were likely out there somewhere. There are still other species that are present in some years but not others. 

The highlights: 
(1) A pair of Red-necked Grebes at Kellys Slough (at best a rare nester in this area), 

(2) 250+ White Pelicans at Kellys, 
(3) the rookerie of Great Blue Herons nesting on the Turtle River, 
(4) two broods of Hooded Mergansers at the EGF lagoons, 
(5) an adult and an imm. Bald Eagle at Kellys (I hear they  are still hanging around), 
(6) Ferruginous Hawk (the nesting pair) in Oakville Township, 
(7) The merlins on Hamlin St, 
(8) calling Yellow Rails, 
(9) several Short-eared Owls, 

(10) nesting Red-headed Woodpeckers at Central Park, 
(11) Eastern Bluebirds along the Red River Greenway, 
(12) the singing ovenbird on Hamlin (still present and singing as of today the 29th), 
(13) Lark Sparrows, 
(14) Baird's Sparrow singing in Oakville Township, 
(15) and the colony of Chestnut-collared Longspurs in Oakville. 
Nesting Cooper's Hawks, including discovery of a highly visible nest in Riverside Park, should also be included. In tallying the list, I included Wild Turkey (do they actually have a wild gene??) and Ring-necked Pheasant (likely released birds). The count includes a number of species that are not nesters, but are migrants, post-breeding wanderers, birds too young to breed, and who knows what else. While there were still White-rumped Sandpipers (presumably northbound) around, numbers are rapidly building for presumably southbound Yellowlegs, Stilt Sandpipers and dowitchers. 
In summary, this was a fun, enjoyable experience that resulted in learning more about the birds that share the summer season with us! Thanks especially to Eve Freeberg who knows the circle better than anyone, and who found many of the harder-to-find species. Thanks also to all who provided extra pairs of eyes, and ears, and who made the counting inside the circle an enjoyable social occasion as well as a birding event!        
